
   
Contact Us!  
Follow Us! 

        
 

   
 

 

It is the mission of Species360 to facilitate international collaboration in the collection and sharing of 
information on animals and their environments for zoos, aquariums and related organizations. 

 

www.Species360.org – Global Information Serving Conservation 
 
 

 

 

ZIMS AND INSTITUTIONAL COLLECTION PLANNING 
Contact Species360 Support  
 
 
ZIMS has four functionalities that can help you capture your Institutional Collection Plan 
information: 

• Planned Taxa (within the Enclosure module) 
• Species Wanted (within the Institution module) 
• Animals Available (within the Institution module and the Animal record) 

o Species Wanted and Animals Available Global Search 
• Management Plan (within the Animal record) 

 
Planned Taxa 
The Planned Taxa functionality allows you to enter species, numbers and year that you are 
planning to add that species to a specific enclosure. Planned Taxa is found under the 
Details tab in the enclosure record. 

                      
1. Record the species desired. 
2. Record the number desired. 
3. Record the year that you wish to add the species. 
4. Check the box if this is an Active plan. 
5. Add any notes about why you want to add the species. 
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Your Planned Taxa will display in the grid. If it is an Active plan the Active column will 
display a green checkmark. If it is no longer an Active plan a red “x” will display. Keeping 
Inactive plans in the grid, instead of deleting them, can be helpful. Above we see that red 
kangaroos (Macropus rufus) were at one time considered for the exhibit. 
 

                   
Hovering over the note lets you know that the species was considered at one point, but the 
area was found too small to hold them. Keeping Inactive plans in the grid helps you to not 
plan for an inappropriate taxa again. 
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To search for your Planned Taxa for all enclosures use the Planned Taxa Search box in the 
Enclosure Search box. 

1. You can limit to a specific taxonomy and select to include Taxon Below. 
2. You can search by the Target Year. 
3. You can limit the search to only Active plans. 

 
The results will display in a grid with columns for Enclosure, Taxonomy, Sex numbers, 
Target Year and status. The columns can be sorted ascending or descending. The grid can 
also be exported to Excel or pdf for printing or emailing. 
 
Species Wanted 
Because we are looking for black swans and wallabies for our Australia exhibit we will add 
them as Species Wanted. Species Wanted is found in the Institution module. 
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1. Record the Scientific or Common Name. This is the only mandatory field, but 
providing more information is always a plus. 

2. Provide the total number of animals you are looking for. This is a multiple select 
dropdown. 

3. Enter the preferred sex types. You can also select Preferred Life Stages. 
4. Providing the Reason may help others that see this listing. If they have an animal of 

the species you want, but you have selected Breeding as the Reason and the animal 
is permanently contracepted, they would not waste time contacting you. 

5. The Wanted Terms are a multiple select dropdown. 
6. Providing a contact name will help others reach the right person. 
7. The Effective Date is the date that you can receive the animal. If it is not for two 

years and another institution has an animal of the species but they must place it 
immediately, that would not be a good match. 

8. If you are looking to hold the species only for a period of time, that is important 
information to note. 

9. Transfer Level will also let others know how far away you are willing to receive the 
animal from. 

10. Notes to Myself will appear only to members of your institution. 
11. Detail will display to all. 

 

               
The Species Wanted will display in a grid with columns for Taxonomic Name, Wanted Date, 
Wanted Terms, Reason, Total Count, Contact Person and Transfer Level. 
 
Animals Available 
Animals Available allows you to let other ZIMS institutions know about specific animals 
you want to place elsewhere. This is found in the Institution module and within the animal 
record itself. 
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1. Record the GAN or Local ID of the animal. This is not required if done within the 

animal record. Similar to Species Wanted, this is the only mandatory field, but 
providing more information can be very helpful to others considering the animal. 

2. Reproductive potential can be important information. 
3. If the Potential Offspring button it checked that means you would be willing to 

breed this animal and the potential offspring would be available. 
4. The Reason is a single select dropdown. 
5. The Terms Offered is a multiple select dropdown. 
6. The Contact Person will allow interested parties to contact the correct person. 
7. If the animal is only available for a limited amount of time check Temporary. 
8. The Date Available is important for people interested in the animal to know. If they 

need it immediately but it is not available for a year, they will not waste time 
contacting you. 

9. The level of transfer you are willing to make may affect if others contact you. 
10. Notes to Myself can be seen only by your institution staff.  
11. Details can be seen by all. 
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The Animals Available will display in the grid. The columns can be sorted ascending or 
descending. The grid can be exported to Excel or pdf for printing or emailing. 
 
To make the animal available from within the record itself go to Details > Actions > Add 
Animal to Animals Available List. Potential Offspring checkbox is not available if you use 
this approach. 
 
Animals will be automatically removed from the available list if they have been 
dispositioned from your institution both physically and in ownership.  
For individual records, the animal is removed from the list when any of the following have 
been recorded:  

• Death (physical and ownership) 
• Missing (physical and ownership) 
• Release to wild (physical and ownership) 
• To another institution (physical and ownership) 
• Undetermined/indeterminate 
• Loan return to owner 

 
For group records, the animals will be removed from the available list when any of the 
following Full Dispositions have been recorded:  

• Death  
• Close out  
• Missing (physical and ownership) 
• Release to wild (physical and ownership) 
• To another institution (physical and ownership) 
• Undetermined/indeterminate 

 
Group records will not be removed from the list following any partial dispostions (e.g. 
death in group). If any transactions cause the census of a group to reach zero but remain 
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open, this will be reflected in the available list, but the group will only be removed from the 
list once it has been closed.  
 
Note – The auto-remove from available functionalty was released in March 2022 and only applies to 
dispositions after that date. Any animals dispositioned from your institution before that date will 
need to be manually removed from your available list.  
 
Species Wanted and Animals Available Global Searches 
The main advantage of recording your Species Wanted and Animals Available is that you 
can search for them globally, finding what others have entered. If you have included 
species in your Collection Plan that are just not available, you may want to reconsider. To 
search for Species Wanted and Animal Available use the appropriate search in the 
Institution Search box in the Institution module. 
 
Because we are trying to place a grey wolf, we do a Species Wanted search to see if anyone 
is looking for one. The search defaults to animals in your Regional Association. None were 
found in our Regional Association, but opening up the search gave some results. A yellow 
row indicates the institution is within your country and this helps you filter the results. 

 
 
Because we are interested in adding wallabies to our Australia exhibit, we did an Animals 
Available  
Search by Macropus and checked the Include Taxon below checkbox.  
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There is only one wallaby listed in our Regional Association, so we want to expand our 
search. Using the dropdown we uncheck AZA and select Go. 

 
The number of results is greatly increased. The Animal Local ID is a hyperlink that takes 
you directly into the global record for the species. 
 
Management Plan 
Many institutions like to hold a majority of species that are in managed populations such 
as studbook and Species Survival Plan species. Within the animal record you can indicate 
if the species is being managed. 
 
Go to More Details > Management Plan. 
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1. You have the option to record if it is an active member of a Management Plan or if, 

for some reason the animal is removed from the Management Plan. 
2. You then record the Plan. The Species Survival Plans in North America are managed 

at color levels depending on the population viability. 
 
If animals are removed from a Managed Plan you can include notes as to why. 

              
 
You can also indicate if it is a studbook species. 
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Using Advanced Animal Search you can search for all your animals included in various 
Management Plans and the results will display in a grid that can be exported to Excel or 
pdf. 
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